
OFF-HOURS INPATIENT AND EMERGENCY ROOM MRI RECOMMENDATIONS 
01/20/2026

To:	St. Luke’s Cedar Rapids Radiology Department Managers and MRI Technologists
From:	Hannah Monahan MD, Radiology Consultants of Iowa
Date:	01/20/2026

Rationale:  A dedicated off-hours shift is now staffed by an MRI technologist from 1530 to 0200, Tuesday through Friday, at St. Luke’s Hospital in Cedar Rapids, IA. The following recommendations are proposed to balance expanded MRI access with the limited availability of MRI technologists, recognizing that off-hour call coverage is provided by a very small group of dedicated staff who are still required to complete a full daytime schedule regardless of overnight call-ins for emergent examinations.

Recommendations:

INPATIENTS:
· Monday		
· 1700-2140:	Scan STAT exams only, interpreted by RCI*
· 2140-2200:	Scan STAT exams only, send to Real Radiology*
· 2200-0600:	Scan only STAT spine exams for spinal cord compression with acute neurologic 
compromise, or acute appendicitis in pregnancy. Send to Real Radiology*
· Tuesday-Friday		 
· 1700-2140:	Scan any priority exam. 
STAT exams interpreted by RCI. 
Routine exams to be held for RCI interpretation at 0700 next day
· 2140-0200:	Scan any priority exam. 
STAT spine exams for spinal cord compression with acute neurologic compromise, or acute appendicitis in pregnancy sent to Real Radiology 
All other exams (both routine and elevated priority) should be held for RCI 
interpretation at 0700 next day^
· 0200-0600:	Scan only STAT spine exams for spinal cord compression with acute neurologic 
compromise, or acute appendicitis in pregnancy. Send to Real Radiology*
· Saturday
· 0700-1800:	Scan any priority exam. All exams interpreted by RCI
· 1800-1900:	Scan STAT exams only, send to Real Radiology
· 1900-0700:	Scan only STAT spine exams for spinal cord compression with acute neurologic
compromise, or acute appendicitis in pregnancy. Send to Real Radiology*
· Sunday
· 0700-1800:	Scan any priority exam. All exams interpreted by RCI
· 1800-1900:	Scan STAT exams only, send to Real Radiology
· 1900-0600:	Scan only STAT spine exams for spinal cord compression with acute neurologic 
compromise, or acute appendicitis in pregnancy. Send to Real Radiology*

* Requires calling in an MRI technologist from home
^Exams include MRCP, brain for stroke, rule out osteomyelitis







EMERGENCY
· Monday
· 1700-2140:	Scan all STAT exams, interpreted by RCI*
· 2140-0200:	Scan all STAT exams, send to Real Radiology*
· 0200-0600:	Scan only STAT spine exams for spinal cord compression with acute neurologic 
compromise, or acute appendicitis in pregnancy. Send to Real Radiology*
· Tuesday-Friday
· 1700-2140:	Scan all STAT exams, interpreted by RCI
· 2140-0200:	Scan all STAT exams, send to Real Radiology
· 0200-0600:	Scan only STAT spine exams for spinal cord compression with acute neurologic 
compromise, or acute appendicitis in pregnancy. Send to Real Radiology*
· Saturday
· 0700-1800:	Scan all STAT exams, interpreted by RCI
· 1800-0200:	Scan all STAT exams, send to Real Radiology*
· 0200-0700:	Scan only STAT spine exams for spinal cord compression with acute neurologic 
compromise, or acute appendicitis in pregnancy. Send to Real Radiology*
· Sunday
· 0700-1800:	Scan all STAT exams, interpreted by RCI
· 1800-0200:	Scan all STAT exams, send to Real Radiology*
· 0200-0600:	Scan only STAT spine exams for spinal cord compression with acute neurologic 
compromise, or acute appendicitis in pregnancy. Send to Real Radiology*

* Requires calling in an MRI technologist from home

Notes:

Between 0200-0600 Monday-Friday and 0200-0700 Saturday and Sunday an MRI technologist should only be called in for STAT spine exams in the setting of spinal cord compression with acute neurologic compromise or acute appendicitis in pregnancy. All other STAT MRI examinations should be performed as the first case at 0600 (M-F) or 0700 (S-S).

Given the recently expanded MRI access, routine inpatient examinations can be performed up to 0200 Wednesday-Saturday and will be read by RCI beginning at 0700.

Off-hours MRI should not be used as a triage tool unless being performed for spinal cord compression with acute neurologic compromise or acute appendicitis in pregnancy. 
