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Update:
MRI examinations can be performed in patients with active/symptomatic COVID-19 infections dependent upon the clinical setting, necessity of the exam and degree of symptoms.
Rationale: The CDC recently updated the previously published recommended COVID-19 minimum isolation period, as protection from and treatment for the virus have proven effective (e.g. widely available vaccines, population immunity, antiviral medication).
The current CDC guidelines state that a symptomatic person with COVID-19 should stay home and away from others until at least 24 hours after both their symptoms are improving overall, and they have not had a fever (and are not using fever reducing medication). 
As patients will continue to be contagious after the 24-hour home period, additional precautions should be taken including:
1. Wearing a well-fitting mask
2. Keeping a distance from others
3. Practicing good hand hygiene
To limit exposure risk to healthcare workers involved in an MRI examination performed on a patient with an active/symptomatic COVID-19 infection (i.e., radiology reception, MRI technologists, radiology nursing), the following clinical criteria should be met:
1. Clinical setting: patients should have emergency room or inpatient status at the time of examination. 
a. Outpatient examinations will be rescheduled until after the patient’s symptoms have been improving and they have been afebrile without fever reducing medication for at least 24 hours.
2. Exam necessity: the MRI should be deemed absolutely necessary with the results potentially affecting imminent clinical management. A review of alternative available imagining modalities should be performed (e.g. CT, ultrasound), to ensure MRI is the only acceptable exam to answer the clinical question.
3. Degree of symptoms: Both the ordering provider and MRI staff should review the exam requirements with the patient (table time, body positioning, breathing instructions) prior to the MRI to determine if the patient will tolerate the exam in its entirety. Inability to lay flat or excessive coughing will likely result in a limited or potentially nondiagnostic exam.
Additional recommendations to mitigate risk during the MRI examination include: 
1. Patient protection: patients are required to wear a well-fitting mask the entire time they are in the radiology department.
a. MRI facilities are recommended to provide face masks that are known to be MR Safe.
b. If the surgical mask contains a metal strip, this should be removed prior to patient arrival to the MRI suite. Tape may be applied across the bridge of the nose after removing the metal strip to maintain adequate function of the mask.
c. In tracheostomy patients, a face mask without a metal component should be placed over the tracheostomy.
2. Radiology department staff protection: staff members are strongly encouraged to wear personal protective equipment including surgical masks, N-95 masks and gloves when performing an MRI examination on a patient with an active/symptomatic COVID-19 infection.
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